SECGC ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, April 16, 2025, 3:30 p.m. 
Location: Remote via Zoom 

Agenda
1. Call to Order – Dean called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m., and a quorum was present to conduct council business.
Advisory Council Members:  Sarah Green, Dean Mack, Kathy Ralston, Anita Wilke, Kirsten Wrzesinski  
Excused:  Sandy Booth, Brett Christian, Gary Owen, Mandy Rambo
Non-Committee Attendees:  Mya Chalifoux 
Excused:  Emily McVey, Mike Murphy

1. Review meeting agenda and upcoming meeting schedule.
1. Next meeting: May 21, 2025, 3:30 p.m. – This date works for the council members attending today’s meeting.

1. Review and approve the March 19, 2025, meeting minutes.  Sarah moved to accept the minutes as presented.  Kathy seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

1. Fiscal Agent Report – Emily McVey – Emily was unable to attend, so Dean covered the items that Emily provided for this month.
3. 2023 Campaign Financials Review
0. The final 2023 campaign payout was processed, and no issues were identified.
0. Emily continues working with Energy Share of Montana/Earth Share to address the incorrect payment issue.  She sent another letter to Energy Share of Montana and has not received a response yet.
0. Emily continues to work with Family Promise of Gallatin Valley regarding its payments.  This nonprofit is unable to locate the payments received at the bank, and the bank has not responded if it has identified where the funds were deposited. 
0. Emily is waiting for the invoice for the additional accounting hours required for the calculation of the 2023 final payouts.
3. 2024 Campaign Financials Review
1. The first payment of the 2024 campaign will be processed during the first week of May.
3. 2025 Campaign Financial Review
2. Emily sent the draft 2025 campaign budget to the advisory council for review.
3. Anita shared her thanks with the group; she expressed her appreciation for the SECGC and its contributions to nonprofits such as hers.  
3. Anita made the motion to accept the financial reports as presented.  Kirsten seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

1. Coordinator Report – Mya Chalifoux
4. Federation Zoom Meeting – The Federation Zoom meeting held on Monday, April 14, went well with no major questions raised.  It was recorded and posted under a private YouTube channel with the recording made available to the federations so any could review it if they were unable to attend the meeting.  Mya received a question from Jessie with American Best Charities asking about some larger organizations on the list which are not headquartered in the state but do have an address in the state.  The question asked was if these organizations apply to participate in the SECGC.  Dean suggested contacting Bill to request a list of “grandfathered” entities.  Kirstin indicated that the intent is to retain the majority of SECGC donations within the state.  Mya will contact Bill about the question and ask for the list of grandfathered entities.
4. Tentative structure for the Review Committee for applications – Mya created a draft application review structure for Anita, Emily, and her.  The structure is split into 3 sections.  Emily will review the federation and affiliate applications, and Mya and Anita will review the independent applications.  They will help Emily if she needs assistance.  Mya will review the United Way of Lewis and Clark County application to avoid a conflict of interest regarding Emily reviewing her organization’s application.  Anita will not be involved with her nonprofit’s application; Mya will review it to avoid a potential conflict of interest.
4. Mya shared the following application numbers as of today:  1 federation, 29 affiliates, and 59 independents received, totaling 89.  The application process closes on May 31.  Mya will mail reminder cards as well.  

1. Chair Report – Dean Mack
5. Revised State Employee Charitable Giving Campaign Guidelines – No additional revisions were received for the draft SECGC Guidelines.  Dean will finalize the SECGC Guideline document so that it can be approved as final at the meeting in May.

1. Other Business – None.

1. Public comment, if applicable – None. 

1. Adjourn – Sarah motioned to adjourn the meeting at 3:55 p.m. Anita seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 
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