SECGC ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, August 20, 2025, 3:30 p.m.
Location: Remote via Zoom

Agenda
1. Call to Order – Call 3:31 p.m.
Advisory Council Members:  Brett Christian, Sarah Green, Dean Mack, Gary Owen, Mandy Rambo, Kathy Ralston, Anita Wilke, Kirsten Wrzesinski  
Excused: Sandy Booth,  
Non-Committee Attendees:  Mya and Barry Chalifoux, Emily McVey, Mike Murphy

1. Review meeting agenda and upcoming meeting schedule.
1. Next meeting: September 17, 2025, 3:30 p.m. – Mandy may have a budget meeting. 

1. Review and approve the July 16, 2025, meeting minutes.  Mandy moved to accept the minutes as presented.  Sarah seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

1. Fiscal Agent Report – Emily McVey
3. 2023 Campaign Financials Review – The audit costs were paid for this campaign.  As agreed, the negative amount of -$3,138.44 was transferred to the 2024 campaign, and the 2023 campaign was then closed.
3. 2024 Campaign Financials Review – The second quarter payment was made this week.  No other activity has occurred for this campaign.  Payroll deduction amounts are on track for this time of the campaign.
3. 2025 Campaign Financials Review – Limited activity is happening in this campaign.  We do need to approve the updated 2025 Campaign budget to include the estimated $2,000 audit expenses.  Also, Anderson ZurMuehlen (now Pinion) has been hosting the SECGC Quickbooks account for years and recently ended the subscription service.  It was realized when our bookkeepers could not make changes to the Quickbooks account. Emily resubscribed to Quickbooks and is working to get the non-profit rate of $80/year.
3. Gary moved to approve the revised 2025 Campaign budget.  Mandy seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
3. Mandy moved to approve the submitted financials which included closure of 2023 Campaign.  Anita seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.     

1. Coordinator Report – Mya Chalifoux
4. Rotunda Event Update – The Rotunda event is scheduled for Thursday, September 25.  Mya had a virtual walk through of the space.  A question regarding the need for trash bins is the last item necessary to finalize the event permit.  The event includes having pizza for the attendees and nonprofit representatives.  Kirsten mentioned that having coffee available in the morning during the set-up time is also needed. Mya and Barry will coordinate the coffee from 1889 and pizza.
4. Donations Update – Barry provided an update of the prize donations to date.  The donations include gift cards from 1889 Coffee, the Base Camp, Blackfoot Brewing Company, Great Northern, Silver Star, MSU men’s and women’s basketball tickets, Montana Lottery gift package, Oasis Water Park, and Flathead Alpine Coaster. Barry is still working with University of Montana to obtain the Cat/Griz football tickets.  He contacted Helena Motors regarding the $1,000 Grand Prize, and the dealership has changed ownership.  He continues emailing the new owners but has not received a reply.  He also contacted Elk Mountain Sales about sponsoring the grand prize, which is being considered.  Barry also asked First Interstate Bank for a $2,000 prize donation and is waiting to receive word if it has been approved through its committee. Barry has not had success with contacting anyone at BCBSMT.  Emily is emailing Barry Randy Heigh’s contact information as she is on the grants committee and helped secure the $1,000 donation previously.  Barry asked for assistance with collecting prizes, and Mandy said she would help.  Barry is providing Mandy with the list of prizes to collect.  
4. Coordinator Update – Brett will assist with the coordinator role at DPHHS.  Because of his work travel, he may get additional individuals to help with this role.  Dean is going to contact agencies where the individual who used to be the coordinator has left. 
4. General Questions – Barry asked who from the committee would be available to assist for the Rotunda event.  Kirsten asked Barry to compile a list that outlines what assistance is needed.  He will send the list to the committee to sign up to assist.  

Kirsten asked if a poster announcing the Rotunda event could be created and available so that it can be shared with department employees.  Barry will prepare the poster and send it to the department coordinators by September 8.
4. Mya provided Dean with the draft Governor’s letter.  Dean will review it and provide it to the DOA communications person for review and to get approval from the Governor’s office.  This letter will announce the kickoff of the 2025 State Employee Charitable Giving Champaign!

1. Chair Report – Dean Mack
5. Congratulations to Kathy for your retirement!  We will miss you, Kathy!  We appreciate all the support and effort you provided to the SECGC events.  
5. Kathy is continuing to work with her agency’s leadership team to identify who will fill her role on the advisory council.  Thanks, Kathy!

1. Other Business – Mike will work to update the click-and-give application for the 2025 campaign.  The campaign begins on Monday, September 22, and has the initial end date of Monday, October 20.  We include an additional “final week” for donations, so the final closing date for the application is Monday, October 27.  

Barry and Mya are updating the Giving Guide.  As soon as it is complete, it will be provided to Mike so he can update the nonprofits in the click-and-give application.  A final version of the 2025 Giving Guide will also be posted on the SECGC website.

Anita asked what the advisory council term is.  We encourage council members to participate as long as possible. Kirsten has supported the SECGC for over 30 years!  Thanks, Kristen!! 

1. Public comment, if applicable – None.

1. Adjourn – Mandy made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:19 p.m.  Anita seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  
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