SECGC ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, May 21, 2025, 3:30 p.m. 
Location: Remote via Zoom 

Agenda
1. Call to Order – Dean called the meeting to order 3:32 p.m.  A quorum was present.
Advisory Council Members:  Sandy Booth, Sarah Green, Dean Mack, Gary Owen, Mandy Rambo, Anita Wilke, Kirsten Wrzesinski  
Excused:  Brett Christian, Kathy Ralston,
Non-Committee Attendees:  Mya Chalifoux, Emily McVey, Mike Murphy

1. Review meeting agenda and upcoming meeting schedule.
1. Next meeting: June 18, 2025, 3:30 p.m. (Brett and Dean unable to attend.)  Kirsten will chair the June 18 meeting.  Kirsten will ask someone to take minutes during that meeting. 

1. Review and approve the April 16, 2025, meeting minutes. Mandy moved to accept the minutes as submitted.  Sarah seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

1. Fiscal Agent Report – Emily McVey
3. 2023 Campaign Financials Review – The EarthShare and EnergyShare payment error situation has been resolved.  Emily will have one of her board members initiate the payment.  Emily is working with Joy to get the final invoice for the additional work to calculate the final payout amounts for the 2023 campaign.  Emily said the invoice total is approximately $2,000.  Once these two payments are complete, the 2023 campaign can be closed.
3. 2024 Campaign Financials Review – The first payment was made in May.  This payment will show in the May financial statements.
3. 2025 Campaign Financials Review – Very minimal activity is happening for the 2025 campaign.  Application fees are being received.  Emily did refund some application fees (minus the Submittable fee) because the nonprofits submitted multiple applications.  
3. Mandy moved to accept the financial reports.  Anita seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
3. An individual from the Montana University System (MUS) inquired if MUS employees can participate in the SECGC. Non-state employees can make a one-time donation in cash, check, or debit/credit card; non-employees cannot contribute through payroll deduction.  Only employees paid through the State of Montana Central Payroll system can donate using payroll deduction.  Mike shared that programming changes to the SECGC click-and-give system would be required to be able to collect donor’s information and funds.  

1. Coordinator Report – Mya Chalifoux
4. Applications Update: A total of 171 applications have been received: 4 federation, 61 affiliate, and 106 independent applications.  
4. Donation Gathering Questions – Mya asked if the SECGC has any restrictions regarding who to contact for prize donations.  She indicated she will start with the prize log from last year. Bill said he will contact Helena Motors to request if the organization will donate the $1,000 grand prize.  Sandy said she will help with collecting donations from downtown Helena businesses.  Mya mentioned the focus for prize donations will be gift cards/cash.  If any organization donates a physical item, it can be received and stored in the State HR area in Helena.  Mya said postcards were sent to those nonprofits who participated last year but have not yet applied for this year’s campaign.  Another email reminder will be sent next week. Mya will contact the individual on Bill list to request Bobcat/Griz ticket prizes.  Mya asked what the budget was for prize collections, and it is $3,000.
4. Other General Questions – Mya asked if anyone has contacted anyone on the SECGC advisory council to donate prizes.  None have.  Bill previously contacted businesses to request prize donations—either directly in person or by sending a letter requesting prize donations.  
4. Emily is reviewing federation applications and has notified entities whose applications require edits or additional information to ensure the application is accurate and complete.  
4. Mya asked about the SECGC yard signs.  Those are stored in the State HR storage area.  Dean to confirm the number of signs that are available.  If additional yard signs are needed, Dean and Mya will order additional signs through Print and Mail, and SECGC will pay the invoice.
4. Application Review Deadline – Mya asked what the deadline was for completing review and approval of applications.  Emily explained we accept applications up to and occasionally passed the application deadline.  If an application requires edits, revisions, or additional before it can be accepted as complete, that can happen after the application deadline has passed.  Emily is currently reviewing federation applications as they are received.  Mya, Anita, and Emily will schedule a meeting to begin review of independent applications.  
4. The recruiting situation regarding America’s Best Charities was discussed.  Several council members were concerned about the possible administrative fees that are withheld from affiliates’ SECGC payments.  It was recommended that future campaigns require federations to disclose any administration fees or percentages to be disclosed and included in the Giving Guide. 
4. The question was asked if federations who withhold administrative amounts should not be allowed to participate in the SECGC.  Gary mentioned he recalls that a complaint threatening a possible lawsuit was received previously about restricting federations from participating, and it was determined to allow the federation participation in the SECGC.

1. Chair Report – Dean Mack
5. Advisory Council approval of State Employee Charitable Giving Campaign Guidelines – Revised May 2025.  Dean confirmed with the council members that no additional revisions were needed to the final version that was distributed.  Sandy moved to approve the revised SECGC Guidelines effective May 2025.  Anita seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  

1. Other Business – None.

1. Public comment, if applicable – None. 

1. Adjourn – With no other business to be completed, Mandy moved to adjourn the meeting.  Gary seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously to adjourn at 4:28 p.m.
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